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Letter from the Editor 
Kaitlyn Clary 
Chief Editor 
Murray State University 
 
Welcome to volume two, issue two of Steeplechase: An ORCA Student Journal, Murray 
State University’s very own publication of student research and creative activity. We are 
extremely delighted to present you with this special issue, which contains several meaningful 
transitions. Notably absent in this issue are the research articles; instead, this special issue 
focuses on audio interviews from some of the MSU researchers whose works we have devoted 
much time to over the past semester. Our featured document is our newly-drafted peer-review 
guidelines. Development of this document and its accompanying procedures has occupied much 
of the production time for this issue. We look forward to sharing the fruits of these labors with 
you in our Spring 2019 issue.   
As the new Chief Editor, I would like to introduce myself. My name is Kaitlyn Clary, and 
I am an English/Secondary Certification Major from Henderson, Kentucky. Along with the 
position of Chief Editor, I also hold the role of Vice-President for the H. C. Franklin Residential 
College. Though these positions, as well as my 18 credit hours, take up much of my time, I 
thoroughly enjoy every aspect of my college life. Naturally, I am most interested in English and 
Education research, specifically in how diverse pedagogy can create well-rounded students 
through the exposure of works outside of the Western Canon. When the time comes for me to 
work on my senior thesis, I hope to be able to publish my research within this very journal, 
Steeplechase. 
I first became acquainted with Steeplechase in Fall 2017, during my first year at Murray 
State. As that year came to a close, it became apparent that with several members of our editorial 
staff were graduating or heading off to graduate school, and as a consequence, it would shrink 
from five to two. As a result, Gin and I, the newest members of the team, have now found 
ourselves manning the helm. 
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Major personnel changes such as these are not always easy, but they are necessary, and 
we have been ultimately grateful for the opportunities they have allowed. I was nervous every 
second of this journey, but I have learned to love this position and the people it has allowed me 
to meet. Steeplechase has continued moving in a positive direction. We are delighted in our 
progress toward creating more efficient peer-reviewing and updating our article format with a 
clean, easy-to-read setup, for instance. To sum it up, we have been working diligently to 
continue creating a student journal that we are proud of.  
On behalf of the Steeplechase team, we want to thank those who have helped guide us as 
we progress. Notably, during the production of this issue, Cris Ferguson, the Director of 
Technical Services and the Assistant Dean of Libraries, aided us with developing our peer-
reviewing guidelines. Both Dr. Marie Karlsson, a professor from our Department of Psychology, 
and Dr. Terry Derting, a professor from our Department of Biology, have been thoroughly 
involved, directing us towards reliable student peer reviewers. We are incredibly thankful for all 
of our student submitters, reviewers, faculty member mentors, and everyone from the Murray 
State community who has so graciously worked with the Office of Research and Creative 
Activity. Without people like them, this journal would not be possible. 
Thanks for reading, 
 
Kaitlyn Clary 
Editor-in-Chief 
 
 
